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Foreword

The Chinese school boards of governors or school management
committees are the caretakers of Chinese-medium schools and have
played a crucial role in the substantial development of Chinese-medium
education, also known as Chinese education in Malaysia.

United Chinese School Committees’ Association of Malaysia
(Dong Zong) is the leading organisation for Chinese school boards of
governors in the country. Dong Zong, through the effortfs of its members
and the Chinese school boards of governors in all over the country,
has extensively brought the various political parties, organisations and
people from all walks of life altogether to work and strive for the survival
and developmental leeway of Chinese education in Malaysia.

The History of Dong Zong

United Chinese School Committees’ Association of Malaysia (Dong
Zong) was established on 22 August 1954. Dong Zong was formed by
the association of Chinese school boards of governors and the Chinese
school managers and teachers’ association of each state in the country.

The association of Chinese school boards of governors and the
Chinese school managers and teachers’ association of each state are
registered societies under the Societies Act, whilst the boards of governors
of the respective Chinese schools are established under the Education
Act. The governors of a Chinese school board are elected through
infernal election or appointed and delegated by other organisations.
Generally, they are the local people or representatives of organisations
who are enthusiastic about the Chinese education.

Since its establishment in 1954, Dong Zong has worked closely
with The United Chinese School Teachers’ Association of Malaysia (Jiao
Zong) in a bid fo fight for the ethnic rights of the Chinese community.
Bound by their common agenda against the unequal policies, these
two major leading organisations for Chinese education became close
allies almost immediately, and together were they named “Dong Jiao
Zong" then. Such relationship has remained unfil this very day. After half a




century of struggles, hardships and challenges, Dong Jiao Zong has firmly
established its vivid image as the spokesperson for Chinese education
in Malaysia and the leading organisation for community-run Chinese
education.

The members of a state association of Chinese school boards
of governors essentially comprise the school boards of independent
Chinese secondary schools and Chinese primary schools in the state. The
Chinese community of each local area in the country establishes and
manages the Chinese schools through the setting up of school boards of
governors. The Chinese school boards of governors in each local area are
the grassroots organisations of Dong Zong, and the caretakers of Chinese
education in the area. The Chinese school boards of governors have for
a long time been responsible for the operation of Chinese schools and
education, producing talented individuals for the Chinese community
and the country while sharing heavy educational responsibilities with the
government. Moreover, in its resistance against monolingual education
policies, Dong Zong spares no efforts in defending and developing
mother tongue education for the Chinese community.

Obijectives

o To unite its members and fo promote and develop the cause of Chi-
nese education in Malaysia;

e To discuss, promote and manage jointly the affairs pertaining fo the
development and amelioration of the Chinese schools in Malaysia,
including the curricula, examinations, tfeachers, education funds and
other related matters;

eTo stfrengthen and consolidate the relationship among the board of
governor of the Chinese schools in Malaysia;

© 7o unite and consolidate the strength of the Chinese community in
Malaysia seeking to improve Chinese schools and promote the cause
of Chinese education;

e To represent the board of governor of the Chinese schools in Malaysia
in negotiating with government on all matters in respect of the
Chinese schools;



o To seek the co-operation between the board of governor and the
teachers of the Chinese schools in Malaysia; and

0 To foster harmony and unity among different ethnic groups.

Member States

The current members of Dong Zong are from the Association of Chinese
School Management Boards or the Association of Chinese School
Management Boards and Teachers of the following states:

Johor

Melaka

Negeri Sembilan

Selangor, Federal Territory of Kuala Lumpur and Federal Territory of
Putrajaya

Perak

Penang

Kedah

Perlis

Pahang

0. Terengganu

1. Kelantan

2. Sarawak

3. Sabah and the Federal Territory of Labuan
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Dong Zong’s Profile
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Dong Zong's emblem is composed of both combination of the
symbol and logotype. The symbol of this Association is an image of a
flaming forch, which symbolises its ethnic identity, cultural heritage, and
aspiration for peace and hopes, collaborative effort and solidarity. The
significance of this symbol lies in the symbolic process of passing on Dong
Zong's mission from generation to generation. The standard logotype
is abbreviated from the traditional Chinese characters and English
transliteration of the Association, representing Dong Zong's steadfast
development on one hand, while surpassing the contemporary and
advancing to the modern future on the other.

The Association’s emblem has a colour coordination of purple,
red, orange and yellow which symbolises Dong Zong's spirit of the future
scope, leading with vision, ultimate mission and realisation of values.




Definition

1. Flame: The burning flame is designed to lean to the right
symbolising Dong Zong's spirit of moving forward to the
future;

2. Flaming torch: The stable laming torch translates that Dong Zong
has a solid foundation which supports its vision
into the future, bearing steadfast base supporting
Dong Zong. The purplish red colour represents
stability, perseverance and pride;

3. The dynamic 'S’ shape of the flame symbolises vitality and power;

4. The overall design of the flaming torch shows a flaming torch
being carried while advancing. It further signifies that Dong Zong
has unceasing spirit of progress and passing on its vitality from
one generation to another relentlessly.
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Organisational Structure

Organisation Chart of Dong Zong

The Annual General Meeting

The Central Committee

The Central Executive Committee

The Administration Department

Organisation Chart of the Administration
Department of Dong Zong

Chief Executive Officer

Secretariat Office

Deputy CEO Deputy CEO
(General Affairs Division) (Educational Affairs Division)
Multi-Ethnic and “Ke Arah Baru: The Educational
Multi-Cultural  ====--- Pendidikan --- Reform of Independent
(MEMC) Project Bahasa Cina” Chinese Secondary
Schools
pmmmme-
1
I
!
Human Organisation Publishing Information Examination Student
Resource Affairs Department Technology Department Affairs
Department Department Department Department
Finance Resource & Property Curriculum Teachers'
Department Information Management Department Education
Department Department Department

23



Malaysian Independent Chinese Secondary
School (MICSS) Working Committee

The implementation of the Education Act 1961 in the country has
led to the conversion of many Chinese secondary schools info English
secondary schools. However, Chinese secondary schools that refused
to convert became independent Chinese secondary schools and thus
received no operational fund. Following this restructuring of schools,
situations plunged info a historical low for the running of independent
Chinese secondary schools. As there were no more subsidies from the
government, these independent Chinese secondary schools suffered
from funds shortage and rapid decline in the numbers of student
enroliment, with their survival and development in limbo.

The Chinese community, in a bid to save their mother tongue
education, ignited a Revival Movement for independent Chinese
secondary schools in the 1970s. The torch of the movement was first lit
in Perak, to which overwhelming response was then received across the
country. In 1973, Dong Jiao Zong convened the General Assembly of
the Natfional Movement for the Development of Independent Chinese
Secondary Schools, and accepted the Malaysian Independent Chinese
Secondary School Proposal (MICSS Proposal), and established the
Dong lJioo Zong Malaysian Independent Chinese Secondary School
Development Working Committee, also known as MICSS Working
Committee.

The main obligation of the MICSS Working Committee is to develop
the independent Chinese secondary schools and to optimise the
advantages of mother tongue education on the basis of implementing
the MICSS Proposal. Various sub-working committees were set up by
the MICSS Working Committee for tasks like compiling unified textbooks,
conducting unified examinations, and promoting the training of teachers,
vocational education, guidance fo students on furthering their studies,
student activities, scholarship and study loan, etc.




In this vein, Dong Zong and Jiao Zong will delegate 13 representatives
to the MICSS Working Committee respectively. During the first Joint
Session Meeting of the 26 representatives from Dong Zong and Jiao
Zong, another 13 persons of individuals or representatives from other
organisations who are enthusiastic about the Chinese education will be
appointed as Appointed Members of the committee.

The administrative operations of the MICSS Working Committee are
carried out by the administration department of Dong Zong. That said,
Dong Zong is responsible for hiring staff to implement the work of the
MICSS Working Committee and its sub-committees.

Objectives

0To promote and develop the cause of Chinese education and
culture in Malaysia;

Q To promote and develop independent Chinese secondary schools;

e To promote the superiority of mother fongue educationin accordance
with the MICSS Proposal; and

© o raise fund for the educational development of independent
Chinese secondary schools.




Organisational Structure of the MICSS

Joint Session Committee Member of
DONG ZONG & JIAO ZONG

Joint Session Representative of
DONG ZONG & JIAO ZONG

MICSS Working Committee

MICSS Executive Committee

Education Committee

Scholarship & Unified Unified Teachers' Student
Study Loan Examination Curriculum Education Affairs
Committee Committee Committee Committee Committee




Dong lJiao Zong (DJZ) Chinese Primary
School Working Committee

Chinese Primary Schools are the foundation of Chinese Education
in Malaysia, and represent the key stage in which Chinese students
receive their fundamental mother-tongue education, learn the Chinese
language and learn about the Chinese culture. Without Chinese Primary
Schools, Chinese education would certainly decline and the Chinese
culture would face great challenges in passing on ifs heritage and
spreading its influence.

Despite Chinese Primary Schools being a component of the
national education system, they have not enjoyed fair and reasonable
tfreatment. Moreover, there has been a constant emergence of
legislations, policies and measures that are detrimental to the survival
and development of Chinese Primary Schools. In addition, issues such as
the insufficient number of Chinese Primary Schools, shortage of teachers
and unfair allocation of funds have remained unsolved for decades.

To defend and develop Chinese Primary Schools more holistically,
Dong Jiao Zong established the Dong Jico Zong (DJZ) Chinese Primary
School Working Committee in 1994. The establishment of the Working
Committee meant that, on the one hand, complete data relating
to Chinese Primary Schools could come info grasp more effectively,
enabling the essence of issues to be understood, so that prompt responses
and reasoned arguments can be made against legislations, policies and
measures that seriously affect the survival and development of Chinese
Primary Schools, ensuring the nature of Chinese Primary Schools remains
constantly intact. On the other hand, it could also serve to rally the
power of the three bodies (the School Management Board, the Parents
and Teacher Association, and the Alumni Association) of each Chinese
Primary School, so that they may work together on the various tasks of
defending, building and developing Chinese Primary Schools.




The administrative operations of the DJZ Chinese Primary School
Working Committee are carried out by the secretariat of Jiao Zong. Jiao
Zong is responsible for hiring staff to implement the work of Jiao Zong and
the DJZ Chinese Primary School Working Committee.

The Organisational Structure of the Dong Jiao Zong (DJZ)
Chinese Primary School Working Committee

State Associations of
Chinese School
Management Boards

Chinese Primary
Schools Working
Committees of All States

. Federation of
Dong Jiao____ Teachers’ Associations
Zong Zong of All Regions

Dong Jiao Zong (DJZ)
Chinese Primary Schools
Working Committee




Appendix: An Introduction to Chinese
Education in Malaysia

Malaysia is the only country with a complete Chinese-medium
education system which comprises primary and secondary schools apart
frommainland China, Taiwan, Hong Kong and Macao. Malaysiais a nation
blessed with diverse races, cultures, languages and religions. According
to estimations by the Department of Statistics, the total population of
Malaysia in 2017 was about 32,049,700, of which 28,723,000 were citizens
and 3,326,700 were non-citizens. Among the citizen population, Malay
and indigenous people accounted for 68.8% (19,776,800), Chinese 23.2%
(6,664,200), Indians 7% (1.997,600) and other races 1% (284,400). After
a collective fight for independence by all races, the country achieved
its independence from the hands of the British colonial government in
1957 and became an independent country. Chinese residents likewise
became citizens after the country’'s independence.

Long before the counfry achieved its independence in 1957,
various types of schools with different mediums of instructions had
already existed locally: English schools, Malay schools, Chinese schools
and Tamil schools. The forefathers of the Chinese community in Malaysia,
on their first voyage here from southern China, have sowed the seeds of
Chinese education on this soil. Chinese education has taken root and
thrived on this land for over 190 years. The main operating objectives of
Chinese schools are to inherit and disseminate Chinese culture, educate
and nurture their children, and confribute eventually to the country and
society.

During its long years of struggles and development, Chinese
education in Malaysia has to put up with a long, tortuous and arduous
conflict against British colonialists, Japanese invaders as well as the ruling
government which was implementing monolingual education policies
after the country’'s independence. The fremendous achievement
enjoyed today by Chinese education is the result of the uncountable
shedding of blood and tears, the sacrifice of freedom and precious lives
by generations of the ancestors of Chinese community and people from
all walks of life.
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Prior to the Japanese invasion from 1920 to 1941, the British
colonial government had intervened in Chinese education in an
attempt to gradually control Chinese schools, but it was also the period
of development of the Chinese schools. From 1941 to 1945, during the
Japanese occupation of this land, many Chinese school governors,
teachers, students and parents were killed or forced to flee. Schools
were closed, many of the school buildings were destroyed, and some
were occupied as military barracks. Many Chinese schools’ compounds
and gardens were turned into arable land. The books and facilities of
almost all schools were destroyed and burned. It was the darkest period
experienced by the Chinese education on this land.

In 1945, after the surrender of the Japanese invaders, the Chinese
communities across the country reopened Chinese schools. Henceforth,
Chinese education was successively restricted by government laws and
policies, such as Barnes Report 1951, Education Ordinance 1952, Council
Paper No. 67 of 1954, Razak Report 1956, Education Ordinance 1957,
Rahman Talib Report 1960, Education Act 1961 and Education Act 1996.
They are in essence not accommodating to Chinese education, but
with the joint efforts of the Chinese communities, Chinese education in
Malaysia is well sustained.

Chinese education in Malaysia has survived and flourished by
rallying the forces of all parties, supported by their educational beliefs,
direction, leadership and organisation. Ever since its establishment in
the 1950s, Dong Zong and Jiao Zong have been the national leading
organisations for the Chinese Education Movement in Malaysia.

Dong Zong and Jiao Zong have established various organisations
and working committees for various relevant tasks, based on the
operational needs at different times or stages. They established the
Dong Jiao Zong Malaysian Independent Chinese Secondary Schools
Development Working Committee in 1973 and the Dong Jiao Zong
Chinese Primary Schools Development Working Committee in 1994. In
1994, Dong Zong, Jiao Zong and Merdeka University Bhd established
Dong Jiao Zong Higher Learning Centre Bhd, and through the latter it
established New Era College (Now known as New Era University College)
in 1997.
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The reason why Chinese education in Malaysia is able to establish
itself firmly with resilience and solidarity can be attributed to a mass
movement with a broad social foundation, which strives for racial
equality and civil rights in defending their fundamental human rights. In
2018, under the Chinese education system in Malaysia, there are 1,298
Chinese primary schools, 60 independent Chinese secondary schools
and 3 institutions of higher learning run by the Chinese community, viz.,
New Era University College, Southern University College and Han Chiang
University College of Communication.

The Chinese Primary Schools in Malaysia

In the Malaysian education system, primary schools are mainly
divided into national schools and national-typed schools. National
schools are Malay-medium primary schools, whilst national-typed schools
are Chinese-medium and Tamil-medium primary schools. However, the
government has also approved the establishment of private English-
medium primary schools.

Chinese primary schools (simplified as “hua xiao”)adopt Chinese
language as their main medium of instruction, meaning apart from
Bahasa Malaysia, English and Islamic subjects, all other subjects are
faught in Chinese language. Chinese primary schools implement a
mandatory six-year primary education, and observe their teaching in
accordance with the curriculum set by the Ministry of Education. The
Ministry of Education also compiles textbooks, holds public examinations
and frains teachers for Chinese primary schools.

Chinese primary schools are institutions where Chinese children
receive their basic mother tongue education. Currently more than 90%
of Chinese children are attending Chinese primary schools. In 2017, there
were 527,543 students and 37,874 teachers in the 1,298 Chinese primary
schools nationwide.

On the other hand, with the increasing economic value of the
Chinese language, sound school ethos and outfstanding academic
performance of the Chinese primary schools, there are increasing trend
of non-Chinese parents sending their children to Chinese primary schools



over the past 20 years. According to statistics released by the Ministry
of Education, of all the Chinese primary schools students existing in the
country, about 100,000 or 18% are non-Chinese.

Most of the Chinese primary schools were established through the
financial contribution and efforts of the Chinese community prior to the
country’sindependence. Such schools have made contributions in areas
like increasing the level of education of the people, enriching the nation’s
culture and promoting the nation’s development, yet subsequently
they are not treated fairly and reasonably still. The implementation of
monolingual education policies has impacted Chinese primary schools
in various detrimental ways; worse still, a threat to their survival in terms of
having their medium of instruction changed and losing their fundamental
essence as Chinese primary schools. Moreover, certain issues extant in
Chinese primary schools such as insufficiency of schools, shortage of
teachers and unfair allocation of funds have remained unsolved for
decades. Although the government has provided administrative funding
to Chinese primary schools, the developmental funding allocated
to them has been gravely insufficient. The Chinese community has
always engaged in raising funds and acquiring lands in support of the
development of Chinese primary schools. Whilst keeping vigilant and
close watch on the implementation of education legislations, policies
and measures enforced by the federal government, it stands to
safeguard the survival and development of Chinese primary schools.

The Independent Chinese Secondary Schools in Malaysia

Primary school leavers of various streams in Malaysia may opt
fo study in national secondary schools (Malay Secondary Schools)
operated by the government or community-run secondary schools
such as independent Chinese secondary schools and private English
secondary schools.

As early as the period from 1960 to 1970s, many Chinese secondary
schoolsin the Federation of Malaya, Sarawak and Sabah were converted
info English secondary schools. They were later converted info Malay
secondary schools during the period 1970s to 1980s. Af that fime, only
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a small number of Chinese secondary schools overcame difficulties and
insisted on having Chinese language as their main medium of instruction
in schools and refused to convert into English secondary schools. These
schools eventually turned into independent Chinese secondary schools.
As a matter of fact, prior to the school-restructuring crisis, there were
164 Chinese secondary schools in the country. At present, there are
only 60 independent Chinese secondary schools operating in Malaysia,
where the Johor Bahru main campus, Kulai branch campus and Bandar
Seri Alam branch campus of Foon Yew High School are regarded as
one school. With the exceptions of Perlis, Terengganu and Pahang,
independent Chinese secondary schools exist in all other states.

With the extensive support from the Chinese community,
independent Chinese secondary schools insist on mother tongue
education. Under the collective efforts of the MICSS Working
Committee, school boards and teachers of all independent Chinese
secondary schools, including the support of the Chinese community,
the independent Chinese secondary schools have soared tremendous
educational heights. Today, the independent Chinese secondary schools
have reached a certain scale of development and academic standard,
and their graduates enjoy a wide range of options in furthering their
education and their career pursuits. The Unified Examination Certificate
(UEC) issued by Dong Zong is widely welcome and accepted as a
certificate for admission by many foreign institutions of higher learning
and local private institutions of higher learning.

In 2011, Dong Zong received the ISO 9001: 2008 certification for
the “Implementation and Management of the Unified Examinations
for Independent Chinese Secondary Schools”. With the contfinuous
improvement of the Unified Examination, Dong Zong expands its scope
of certification in 2014, and received the ISO 9001:2015 certification
for the "Design, Development and Delivery of Curriculum, Syllabus,
teaching and learning materials. Provision of Internationally Recognized
Unified Examination Certificate (UEC) Programmes for the Malaysian
Independent Chinese Secondary Schools (MICSS). Provision of teacher
training, University Entry Advisory and Supporting Services”. To this day,
however, the Malaysian government has yet to recognise the UEC.
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The student enrolment of independent Chinese secondary schools
is increasing in recent years. In 2018, there are 84,462 students and 4,857
teachers in these schools. Every year, there are more than 10,000 Chinese
primary school leavers who will confinue to study in independent Chinese
secondary schools. According to Dong Zong's survey data, 76.18% of the
senior middle three graduates of independent of Chinese secondary
schoolin 2015 had continued to further their studies.

Independent Chinese secondary schools adopt a six-year
education system, which offers three years of junior secondary education
and three years of senior secondary education. Bahasa Malaysia (the
national language, i.e. the Malay language), Chinese and English are
compulsory subjects for all the students, through which they are required
to acquire the proficiency of the three languages.

The MICSS Working Committee is responsible for the compilations
of unified textbooks for the junior and senior secondary levels, hosting
unified examinations and training feachers for independent Chinese
secondary schools. The textbooks which MICSS Working Committee
would compile and publish are progressively done according to the
standard syllabi based on the outlines and standard of the national
curricula’s educational blueprint, formulated by our country’s Ministry
of Education. Moreover, their contents encompass the adaptions
of local and multicultural diversity, and at the same fime, taking into
considerations the national and international outlooks and visions; the
culfivation focusses on the spiritual love of the country and patriotism,
emphasis on the educational aspects of ‘moral’, ‘intellectual’, ‘physical’
and ‘aesthetic’ values, also in line with the national’s conditions of
pluralism. Meanwhile, the writing, editing and publishing of books are also
based on MICSS students’ requirements and their pursuits of local and
foreign higher educations that comply with the independent Chinese
secondary schools’ guiding principles and educational ethos in school
management and needs of development.

Independent Chinese secondary schools are non-profit, community-

run schools which collect miscellaneous and school fees from students
yet the totalis insufficient to cover the schools’ regular expenses. As such,
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independent Chinese secondary schools have always been self-reliant
for their own survival by raising and acquiring their own funds needed for
the operation and development of their schools’ software and hardware
needs.

The Chinese community have been consistently urging the federal
government to give independent Chinese secondary schools fair
freatment, including the recognition of the UEC qualification and the
acceptance of the UEC as admission into national universities, allocation
of educational funds systematically for independent Chinese secondary
schools and approvals to the establishment of more independent
Chinese secondary schools and the like.







